Some months ago I became interested in the building of the transcontinental 

railroad shortly after the Civil War ended. So I read two very interesting 

books: "The Empire Express; Building the First Transcontinental Railroad" by 

David Haward Bain  and  "Nothing Like It In The World" by Stephen E. Ambrose. 

One of the main characters in both was Maj. Gen Grenville Dodge, a commander 

under Grant and later the Chief Engineer of the Union Pacific RR. I had known 

of him before but had not thought of him in a long time. And my first thought 

was "Was he a descendent of Richard Dodge or of my ancestor, Tristam Dodge? 

And so I looked into it. Fairly quickly I found, to my disappointment, that 

Grenville was indeed a descendent of Richard'sâ€¦but I didn't quit there as I 

also found that Grenville's 2nd great grandfather, John Dodge, was married to 

Bethia Conant and her ancestor,Roger Conant, the progenitor of all the U.S. 

Conants was also my ancestor. (John Dodge was the 2nd great grandson of 

Richard Dodge and Edith Woodbury.)  Thus, 'tho I struck out on the Dodge 

line, Grenville was my 7th cousin, once removed on the Conant line. A couple 

of other related items: John Conant, my 2nd cousin, 6 times removed, married 

Martha Dodge, the great grand daughter of Richard Dodge. John and Martha were 

the 3d great grand parents of Grenville and the parents of the above Bethia. 

Roger Conant's daughter, Mary, married Capt. William Dodge, son of  William 

Dodge, Richard's brother. Abigail Dodge, daughter of Joshua Dodge and Hannah 

Rayment married Nathaniel Conant,  Bethia Conant's first cousin. Nathaniel's 

parents were Daniel Conant who married Lucy Dodge, Martha's sister. Family 

history sure is fun and if you can't get where you want to one way, there may 

be another!
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